
MINUTES 
CANTON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

DECEMBER 5, 2019 
 

 The regular meeting of the Canton Area School District Board of Education was held on Thursday, 
December 5, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. in the Canton Jr/Sr High School Cafeteria. 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
 
 Our President, Mrs. Judy Sourbeer, called the meeting to order, welcomed all in attendance, and 
reminded the audience to please sign in if they had not done so. 
 
 All stood and recited the Pledge to the Flag. 
   

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
 Mrs. Judy Sourbeer, President; Mr. Ryan Allen, Mr. Eric Anderson, Mr. Bill Holland, Mr. Scott May, Mrs. 
Krista Jennings, Mr. Neal Palmer, and Mr. Denny Sourbeer. 

 
OTHERS PRESENT 

 
 Dr. Eric Briggs, Superintendent; Mr. Mark Jannone, Business Manager/Board Secretary; Mr. Michael 
Wells, Elementary School Principal; Mr. Donald Jacopetti, High School Principal; Attorney Cassie Blaney, 
District Solicitor; Mr. Dan Coran, Support Services Director; Mrs. Megan Taylor; Mr. Ronnie Vermilya; Mrs. 
Shauna Wesneski, Mrs. Dana Vermilya, Mr. Levi Vermilya, Mr. Link Vermilya, Ms. Angie Schoonover; and 
Mr. Mark Inman. 
 

TEMPORARY BOARD PRESIDENT 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Neal Palmer and seconded by Mr. Ryan Allen to nominate Judy Sourbeer 
for temporary president. 
 
   Voice Vote:   All eight members present voted yea. 
      Mr. Mike Herman was absent. 
      Motion carried. 
 

OATH OF OFFICE 
 

 At this time, temporary president, Mrs. Judy Sourbeer, administered the oath of office to Mr. Gary 
Black, newly elected board member, authorized by Section 402 of the Pennsylvania School Code of 1949. 
 

NOMINATIONS FOR BOARD PRESIDENT 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Denny Sourbeer and seconded by Mr. Neal Palmer to nominate Mrs. Judy 
Sourbeer as board president. 
 
   Voice Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
      Motion carried. 
 

NOMINATIONS FOR BOARD VICE PRESIDENT 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Denny Sourbeer and seconded by Mr. Neal Palmer to nominate Mr. Bill 
Holland as board vice president. 
 
   Voice Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
      Motion carried. 
 

DELEGATES FOR BRADFORD COUNTY TAX COLLECTION 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Denny Sourbeer and seconded by Mr. Neal Palmer to re-appoint the 
delegates for the Bradford County Tax Collection and approve the Bradford County TCC Voting Delegate 
Appointment Resolution: 



 
1. Mark Jannone 
2. Eric Briggs, First Alternate 
3. Ryan Allen, Second Alternate 

 
   Voice Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
      Motion carried. 
 

2020 BOARD MEETING DATES, TIME, AND PLACE 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Denny Sourbeer and seconded by Mr. Neal Palmer to set the 2020 board 
meetings: second Thursday of each month with the following exceptions:  1) no meeting in July, 2) the 
first Thursday in December. All meetings will be at 6:00 in the Canton Jr/Sr cafeteria. 
 
   Voice Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
      Motion carried. 
       

MINUTES 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Denny Sourbeer and seconded by Mr. Neal Palmer to approve the minutes 
of the regular meeting of November 14, 2019 and the Finance/Policy Review Committee meeting of 
November 26, 2019. 
 
   Voice Vote:  All nine members present voted yea. 
    Motion carried. 
 

REPORTS 
 

Superintendent 
 
 Dr. Eric Briggs, Superintendent, reported on the following items: 
 

 I would like to thank Mr. Mike Herman for his eight years of service as a school board member in 
the Canton Area School District.  In my three and a half years as superintendent, Mr. Herman was 
never afraid to ask questions if he needed clarity or justification on any issues within the district, 
and he always was an advocate for the students in the district and the administrative team here 
within the district. You will be missed Mr. Herman.  

 Congratulated and welcomed Mr. Gary Black to our school board. Mr. Black has been a past board 
member for our district, and I look forward to working alongside him over the next four years as 
he and the rest of the board continue to move this school district in a positive direction.  

 Governor Wolf signed the following bills into law last week:  HB 97: Nicotine Products and School 
Property: now Act 93 of 2019. The bill amends the Criminal Code to make it an offense to sell 
nicotine products and electronic nicotine delivery systems to minors and for minors to purchase 
or attempt to purchase nicotine products or electronic nicotine delivery systems. It also makes it 
an offense to possess or use nicotine products or electronic nicotine delivery systems in a school, 
on a school bus or on school property. (The bill is aimed at controlling the sale of “vaping” products 
to minors and their use on school property.) HB 49: Financial Literacy & School Police Arresting 
Authority; now Act 91 of 2019. The bill would require public schools to allow students in grades 
9-12 to apply up to one credit earned for successfully completing a personal financial literacy 
course to satisfy their social studies, family and consumer science, mathematics or business 
education credit requirement for graduation. A student would not be permitted to apply more than 
one credit earned in a personal financial literacy course toward the student’s mathematics credit 
requirement for graduation. The school has the discretion to determine the graduation credit 
requirement to which the credit earned shall be applied. 

 This past month, the administration team looked plans we currently have in place for our rally and 
reunification process within the district. Over the next several months, we will be digging deeper 
into these processes and providing valuable feedback to the students and teachers of the district 
around the procedures and processes around the rally and reunification process.  

 Mr. Rockwell spent time implementing the new coaching evaluation tool to all 12 of our paid 
coaches over the past two weeks.  



 On November 18, 2019, 23 new students were inducted into our National Honor Society, bringing 
the total number of students to 42 students. These students represent the very best in our school 
in the areas of scholarship, service, leadership, and character.  

 The transformation of the Library/Media Center is continuing. Thanks to the maintenance 
department for painting to increase school spirit and bring a fresh, new look for our students.  

 We received word yesterday that the elementary school’s proposal for the 2020 PA PBIS 
Implementers’ Forum titled Using Data to Strengthen Tier I Interventions was selected to be 
presented on May 11-12 2020. We will be sending a team of our teachers to the forum to assist in 
this presentation.  Congratulations to the administration and staff at the elementary school.  

 We are pleased to announce that we had 232 students who attained perfect attendance at our 
elementary school in the month of November.  

 The elementary PTA Christmas Shop will be open from December 9th to December 12th. Each year, 
our elementary students look forward to this opportunity so they can buy gifts for their family 
and friends.  

 The Paraprofessionals will participate in a training on December 13th, in the afternoon.  The training 
is entitled, Executive Skills Functioning and will be presented by Jim Rhinehimer from IU 17. 

 Thanked Mr. Dick Sheetz for his support and legal help he has provided to me and the school 
board over my past three and half years as the district superintendent. He has been a great asset 
for me to have when I was attempting to solve complex legal problems. I always felt, after 
conversing with Mr. Sheetz, he had our students’ best interests in mind, and always provided me 
with sound legal advice. Although I will miss our phone conversations, I look forward to 
continuing the relationship with his law firm. I wish you the best of luck as you pursue your new 
professional endeavors! 

 
Board Committee Chairpersons 

 

 Personnel Committee:  Chairperson, Mr. Eric Anderson, had nothing to report. 
 

 Finance/Policy Review Committee:  Chairperson, Mr. Ryan Allen, reported that the committee 
met to discuss policy. 
 

 Athletic Committee:  No report.  
 

 Buildings and Grounds Committee:  Chairperson, Mr. Scott May, had nothing to report. 
 

 Northern Tier Career Representative:  Mr. Neal Palmer had nothing to report. 
 

 PSBA Representative:  Mr. Bill Holland had nothing to report. 
 

 BLaST Representative:  Mr. Neal Palmer had nothing to report. 
 

CITIZEN RECOGNITION – AGENDA RELATED 
 

 Members of the audience expressed concerns with board policy No. 707 – Use of School Facilities: 
 

 Angela Schoonover expressed her concern as a representative of the Canton Lions Club. She 
indicated that the newly designed fee structure would negatively affect their multi-phasic testing 
that they offer the public. 

 Ronnie Vermilya, representative of Canton Matmen wrestlers, asked how the fees would directly 
impact their practices and the tournament. Dr. Briggs explained that the fees would not apply to 
the practices but would apply to the tournament. Mr. Vermilya informed the board that the 
Canton Matmen have donated several thousand dollars to the wrestling program and that if 
these fees are imposed it is likely that the matmen would not be able to donate any further. Mr. 
Vermilya clarified to the board that he took exception with the space rental fee and that he did, 
however, understand and agree with the materials fee and indicated that he would gladly pay for 
materials used.  

 Shawna Wesneski indicated that she was there representing Canton Youth Football. She 
requested that in the future if the board is discussing items that affect youth football she would 
like to be notified. She further informed the board that the youth football program has done a lot 
for Canton High School.  

 Dana Vermilya stated that she disagreed with the implementation of any fee including materials 
used as it pertains to the Green Free Library. In her opinion, the Green Free Library supports the 



students of the Canton Area School District but the Canton Area School District has discontinued 
any support that it once provided for the Green Free Library. 

 
BUSINESS 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 
 A motion was made by Mr. Eric Anderson and seconded by Mr. Gary Black to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report as presented for November 30, 2019.  (A copy is in the supplemental file.)  
 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

Bills 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Eric Anderson and seconded by Mr. Gary Black to approve the bills for 
November. 
 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 
                                                                            

Tax Additions, Exemptions and Exonerations 
  

 A motion was made by Mr. Eric Anderson and seconded by Mr. Gary Black to approve the tax 
additions, exemptions and exonerations. 
 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

Transportation Changes 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Eric Anderson and seconded by Mr. Gary Black to approve the 
transportation changes. 
 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

Spring Sports Bid 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Eric Anderson and seconded by Mr. Gary Black to approve the 2019/2020 
Spring Sports Bid in the amount of $7,256.33. 
 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

PERSONNEL 
 

New Hire 
 

 A motion was made by Mrs. Krista Jennings and seconded by Mr. Denny Sourbeer to approve the 
hiring of Sierra Moyer, part-time cafeteria worker, $8.00/hour with no benefits, effective December 5, 
2019, pending completion of required paperwork. 
 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

New Hire 
 

 A motion was made by Mrs. Krista Jennings and seconded by Mr. Denny Sourbeer to approve the 
hiring of John Peters, social studies teacher, B step 1, $56,162, with full benefits, effective January 6, 
2020, pending completion of required paperwork. 



 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

Mentor 
 

 A motion was made by Mrs. Krista Jennings and seconded by Mr. Denny Sourbeer to approve Brandy 
McRoberts, mentor to John Peters, at a stipend of $455.20 for the remainder of the 2019/2020 school 
year and $469.32 for the first half of the 2020/2021 school year. 
 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

Additions to the Substitute List 
 

 A motion was made by Mrs. Krista Jennings and seconded by Mr. Denny Sourbeer to approve the 
following additions to the substitute list, pending completion of required paperwork: 
 

a. Brooke Ostrander, teacher 
b. Amanda Duran, cafeteria and paraprofessional 
c. Lee Massengale-Duran, cafeteria and paraprofessional 

 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

Additions to Volunteer List 
 

 A motion was made by Mrs. Krista Jennings and seconded by Mr. Denny Sourbeer to approve the 
following additions to the volunteer list, all paperwork has been completed: 
 

a. Kasey Lyon, wrestling, retroactive to 11/21/19 
b. Bill Holland, wrestling, retroactive to 11/18/19 
c. Brenda Holland, drama, retroactive to 11/25/19 

 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 

 
FINANCE/POLICY 

 
Table Policy 

 
 A motion was made by Mr. Bill Holland and seconded by Mr. Ryan Allen to table revised policy No. 
707 – Use of School Facilities. 
 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

Policy First Reading 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Neal Palmer and seconded by Mr. Eric Anderson to approve the first 
reading of the following board policies: 
 

a. (revised) No. 212 – Reporting Student Progress 
b. (revised) No. 333 – Professional Development 
c. (revised) No. 707.1 – Concession Stand and Concessions 
d. (revised) No. 709 – Building Security 
e. (new) No. 805.1 – Relations with Law Enforcement Agencies 

 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 
 



Policy Second Reading 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Neal Palmer and seconded by Mr. Eric Anderson to approve the second 
reading of the following revised policy: 
 

a. No. 209 – Health Examinations/Screenings 
 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

Local Assessment Models 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Neal Palmer and seconded by Mr. Eric Anderson to approve the following 
local assessment models currently being used by the Canton Area School District, effective immediately 
through December 4, 2025: 
 

a. Study Island 
b. Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) 
c. Classroom Diagnostic Tool (CDT) 

 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

Statewide Assessment Models 
 

 A motion was made by Mr. Neal Palmer and seconded by Mr. Eric Anderson to approve the following 
statewide assessment models currently being used by the Canton Area School District, effective 
immediately through December 4, 2025: 
 

a. Keystone Exams (Algebra, Biology, and Literature) 
b. Pennsylvania System of School Assessments (PSSA) in English Language Arts in grades 3-8, 

Mathematics in grades 3-8, and Science in grades 4 and 8 
c. Pennsylvania Alternative System of Assessment (PASA) 

 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 
 

OTHER ITEMS 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

  A motion was made by Mr. Neal Palmer and seconded by Mr. Scott May to accept the Occupational 
Advisory Meeting and Local Advisory Meeting minutes dated November 25, 2019. 
 
   Roll Call Vote:   All nine members present voted yea. 
        Motion carried. 

 
CITIZEN RECOGNITION – NON-AGENDA RELATED 

 
 There were no comments. 

 
Announcements 

 
 There was a Finance/Policy Review Committee Meeting held on Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Administrative Conference Room at Canton Area School District.   
 
 The next Board Meeting will be held Thursday, January 9, 2020, at 6:00 p.m. in the Canton Jr/Sr High 
School Cafeteria, Canton, PA. 
 

 
 
 



Meeting Adjourned 
 
 Mrs. Sourbeer adjourned the meeting at approximately 5:44 p.m. on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Mark S. Jannone 
       Business Manager/Board Secretary   
    


